


Heaven-
sent

Couple never
would have found
one another if not
for their friend.

Bob Baghai alwayn told his

d, Ueoff Schnitzer
w should meet this girl

was  beautifil
she was smart
she wis always
going out of

her wiy to help

ANTHA others Bob
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whiten Ty parties
he threw or
ekerud condo Geolf
San Diego. Geoll
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e wit "

Hobh wae lhe my ‘wark
wite, wny partnes,” suys the 39.
Yvar-old founder of Inage One
Graphics in San Clwmente. *1f
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pifie the scales at 400 pounds -
Geofl was thero to encourage him
to stick to his oating plan and
work out With hix trainer Socs
oess! Bob lost 100 pounds - heck,
his cholesterol Jevel was better
than Geofl's. Life was good.
That's why it was 0 strange
one Friday when GeolY didn’t get
» call back from his friend. All day
Saturday, Do text, no messages. ]
Just add & welrd feeling,” nays Ge-
off.
He had plans to take his son
Dylans to an Angels game, but
that weird feeling wouldn’t go
awny. He told his ex-wife be'dbo a
littho late to pick up Dylan be-
cagse lie was going to awing by
Ba@'s house 10 check on him.
Geof! got to the house,
said Bob's car hadn't
loft the drivewsy in days. Welrd.
He rang the doortwll, he sent
texta
Nothing. Weirder still
He went around the back of the
house, and that's when he saw his
friend through the bedroom win
dow, facedown on the bed
Goof callod 911 and frantically
tried 1o help his best friend, but it
wi far too lste. The big man'y
he@rt had Just stopped, Bob was
Do ot ago
Leoll gave the eulogy at the fu
negal. All Bob's friends and fam
lirame up to thank him for his
wards, including Erika Chavez
He recognized her from the pic
ture Hob had once shown him
Shwe told him she woas sorry for hin
Jomn, and then she was gone. And
that way the end of it. Or so Geofl
thought
Hat a few months later, a group

wf b e Feiarvle danidad Lo out to
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al? He waa divoreced, he hid 8 son,
b wis nine years oldor, be lived |
45 minutes awny. Plus, he was
Jowish and she was Christian *|
was like, this would never work,”
says Erika, 20, “Even though we
it it off, | waid we were just going
1o be good frionds.
He wan indeed a man with bag-
woge. A whole Samsonite colleo-
tion's worth. “He told me he had
toloave bocause it wis his turnto
phek up the dogs from his ex-wifs,
Split custody of the dogs? How
much more can a girl take™
She was sure each hurdly
would he Insurmountable, but |
somehow It never was. His son |
loved her, his family loved her, she
and Geoff's ex-wifo got along
great - heck, even Geoff's ex-in.
Taws liked her.

It was almost like Bob was
there, making it all work - in fact,
Erika and Geolf thought, maybe

enough, when they were together
- which was proctically alfl the
time - the rumber 808 showed
everywhere, randomly. On ad-
dresses, license plates, price tags
- everywhere, Erika was
ning to think she'd be that old be-
fore Geoff got around to asking
her to marry him. i
Years went by. Three, in fact.
One Thursday Geoff and Erika
took Bob's mom, Manigely Haeri,
out for dinner to celebrate Bob's
birthday. i
“It was just a normal day, aran- |
dom day of the week” remem- |
bers Erfka. They picked Dylanup |
from football, Geoff wanted to.
frozen yogurt, the usuak
were walking back to the car,
Geoff opens up the trunk. Hehas |
a little box wrapped all silly |
Christmas paper. Dylan
“Thanks for volunteering on
football team' - and it looked
Dylan had wrapped it. So |
it, and inside was a box for
clock, and the clock said 808"
But when she opened it, there
was no actual clock, only a manila
envelop with a ring in it. And then
Geoff was down on one knee in
the parking lot, asking her to be
his bride and Dylan's stepmom-
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» way to bonor Bob. Everybody
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had been stalling all day to srrive
ut this perfect time, 808 in the
wvening, on Bob's birthday.

1afide, her ring was engraved
“BO08, BFF.” Geoff turned to Bob’s
mom and told ber, “If it wasn't for
your son. wo would have nevey
met.*

And when they married this
grast Fob. g-:(.ﬂms-a..
ente, says Erika, “We had Boby
mother and father with Ul (o see
what their son had dn"h
heaven.™

and who should

tha. She was sin

couldn't for-
hen they started
SO IBOre
! Whe knows?

>m his son and

hem together
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CORRECTION
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